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3rd quarter 19th centun

This two-story log house is one of the oldest and most sig~

| nificant buildings in the East Towson neighborhood.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
423 Jefferson

This log house is one of the earliest and most interesting
buildings in East Towson, On an 1877 map of the area it shows
as the dwelling of J. Coniff.

The two-story main block of the house is three bays wide
and one bay deep. 1Its gable roof runs north-south, parallel
to the street. A twosstory gable-roofed kitchen wing was added
between 1877 and 1898 and runs perpendicular to the main block
from the southwest corner. This wing is one step lower than
the main house. The house rests on a foundation of thin flat
stones., The present concrete-walled cellar was either dug out
after the house was built, or was originally a dirt-walled
cellar. The exterior cellar entrance is at the north end. An
interior entrance was cut through later under the main stair,

Three 6/6 windows light the second floor of the street
facade. A 6/6 window appears to either side of the central door
on the first floor. The shed roof of the semi-enclosed porch
shading the street facade is supported by square posts, A two-
pane cellar light appears in the south wall., A 6/6 window lights
each floor of the west wall to the south, where it is not covered
by the kitchen wing. The south wall of the kitchen is lit by
t¥e 6/6 windows on each floor, and one window lights each floor
on the west, A mid 20th century addition runs northward from
this wing. One 6/6 window is visible in the north wall of the
wing on the second floor.

The main block of the house is divided into two rooms, with
a central chimney serving both of them. The front door leads to
the north room. An enclosed stair turns in the southwest corner
of this room. The stair door has two long panels., A small
cupboard appears under the south wall of the stair. The adjacent
fireplace displays a simply-finished mantelpiece which includes
quirk ogee-chamfer moldings. A similar fireplace heats the south
room. A fireplace in the west wall of the kitchen features
chamfered pilasters.

The house is located within a few feet of the street, It
is presently covered with tan aluminum siding.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The local history has it that this house was one of
the earliest houses constructed in E., Towson., (1877 G. M,
Hopkins indicates that the building was owned by the Coniff's)

This building was owned by the Coniff's, Mrs. Coniff was
one of the first teachers of the colored school in E, Towson,
Subsequent owners of this house were James and Bessie Reed,
Walter S. Mack 1951-1967 and the present owner william T.
Parker. william T, Parker has owned the property since 1967,
William T, Parker leases the property to Robert Miller
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.
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